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We advocated for strengthening legal frameworks to support responsible business activities by setting clear obligations for all. 

CIDSE submitted a contribution to the OEIGWG (open-ended intergovernmental working group on transnational corporations and other business enterprises) with respect to human rights as a part of our ongoing engagement in the drafting process of a UN Treaty on business and human rights. We also wrote recommendations before the 6th OEIGWG session in October. 

Supported by CIDSE, over 230 bishops asked for mandatory supply chain due diligence through a Bishops statement. 

Ahead of the UN session in Geneva, we made our voice heard and urged to ensure that people’s dignity is prioritised and guaranteed worldwide with an advertisement in the Financial Times. 

With allies we put forward a proposal of key elements that civil society considers necessary to include in the EU mandatory due diligence legislation. 

Through a study of the EU Mercosur trade agreement and an infographic, we warned that this deal threatens climate, environmental protection and human rights.

We coordinated and collaborated on the statement of West African Bishops in support of the UN Treaty on business and human rights.  
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			The pandemic pushed us to reflect on the way we depend on each other and on the need to shift towards a care economy.  

We published some blogs about this by our Secretary–General, Josianne Gauthier “Depending on each other: connection and COVID-19“. 

We also commissioned a blog from the economist and gender expert, Thera van Osch, “How to move toward care economy?” 

With our partners we also focussed on areas that are affected by multiple crises, such as women in Palestine and the community of Piquiá de Baixo in Brazil.
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			The COVID–19 pandemic exacerbated the already impossible living conditions of vulnerable communities confronting oppression in resource conflicts across the world. Amal Sayam, an activist and advocate for women’s rights in Gaza, shared familiar experiences: women trapped in situations of domestic abuse, with extra care burdens, and economic precarity. Another woman researcher focused on the particular vulnerability of Gaza to the pandemic while crushed under a blockade that constitutes a double confinement, and the profound emotional pain of ongoing increasing restrictions.  

On 22 June 2020, Kone Massa, spokesperson of the Global Convergence of Land and Water Struggles – West Africa (GCLWS WA) – was targeted in an attack. A long list of signatories, included CIDSE, expressed their attention to his safety and solidarity with activists struggling for resource justice across the world. 
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			CIDSE facilitated a collaborative process of exchange between land rights activists, women’s movements and Church actors in Anglophone Africa on the topic of gender equality and women’s land rights. As a workshop in this process planned in Uganda was postponed due to travel restrictions, CIDSE instead chose to focus on gathering and synthesising knowledge from the actors about the impacts they have experienced during the COVID–19 pandemic. 

With the EU-AU summit scheduled in October, CIDSE sought to amplify voices of African civil society around the summit. In light of the postponement of the EU-AU summit, CIDSE contributed a webinar on rural development in Africa for the VENRO Africa-Europe civil society conference held in Berlin on 16 October. At the conclusion of the webinar an African civil society declaration on the Africa-European Union partnership was launched, raising concerns and recommendations towards the upcoming EU-AU Summit. 

CIDSE started planning a “Gaza campaign” centered around putting the situation in Gaza back on the EU’s agenda: calling for upholding international law, third state responsibility and an immediate end to the blockade. The first webinar of the campaign discussed the lack of accountability for daily human rights violations taking place in the Gaza Strip. More activities of the campaign will take place in 2021. 
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			When the pandemic hit hard, we supported and contributed several calls for “building back better”. We showed our commitment to working together towards a shared vision of a Europe that is based on a socially just, feminist, sustainable, democratic and inclusive society. We advocated for debt cancellation in a particular time of hardship for poorer countries. These included the open letter from CSO’s “5 principles for a #JustRecovery from COVID-19“ and an open letter from European CSOs “For a Europe that cares for all – during the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond”. 

With other faith-based organisations we developed an Interfaith Earth Day message also reflecting on the cancellation of the COP 26 climate change conference. 

We also joined a call for debt cancellation in times of COVID as well as a Church leaders’ debt initiative ahead of the International Monetary Fund and World Bank annual meetings. These were followed by a call to the G20 for a debt moratorium. 

We also joined the Treaty Alliance member organisations’ statement in response to the COVID-19 crisis. 
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			During the Season of Creation, taking place every year in September, we joined forces with the Global Catholic Climate Movement and held a webinar exploring how the COVID-19 crisis and the environmental crisis are related, and how regional approaches to a just transition to integral ecology could be developed. 
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			To get our volunteers excited to join the global online climate strike, our initiative Change for the Planet – Care for the People made this video.

Even during the pandemic, volunteers managed to gather together in Italy to learn more about what they can do in their lives and communities for the ecological transition. One volunteer wrote a blog about her experience.

We celebrated 5 years of the Change and Care initiative and wrote an article to review its achievements.

Vir(a)gens, a short documentary by our Portuguese member FEC, tells stories of resilience and climate activism in Portugal and Mozambique. It was launched on 18 June at a webinar with Portuguese MEPs Carlos Zorrinho, Graça Carvalho and José Gusmão.



Our Secretary-General Josianne Gauthier gave an interview to our ally JESC about integral ecology.
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			As a part of our systemic change approach, the CIDSE secretariat has undertaken a process of evaluating the ecological impacts of our office behaviours. We started a consultation with our members on how they are examining and adjusting their ecological impact. The learnings from this consultation were published in the CIDSE Ecological Footprint. The website shares testimonies and tips for adjusting travel, activities, events, and the office itself for less material consumption.
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			To announce and share the release of the CIDSE Ecological Footprint we held a webinar with members.

Between July and October, national camps on sustainable lifestyles took place in Germany, Spain, Italy, Switzerland, UK and Slovakia.

18-28 May was the Laudato Si’ week of action for the 5th anniversary of the encyclical. We co-organised a webinar with Franciscans International, Iglesias y Mineria and the Global Catholic Climate Movement about the impacts of extractivism and the need for an ecological conversion.



Representatives of European Bishops’ Conferences, as well as Catholic organisations and movements, held in Brussels the Third European Laudato Si’ Reflection Day on 28 May.
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			CIDSE co-published a joint briefing by 14 climate, environment and development NGOs to offer a set of recommendations in response to the European Commission’s communication on the EU Green Deal. The briefing sets out guiding principles and policy recommendations to ensure the European Green Deal delivers for people in the EU’s partner countries, the climate and biodiversity. 

Following the postponement of COP26, we were quick to remark on the urgency to continue climate action in a statement. We also joined an interfaith message on Earth Day on the same subject. 

Our Senior Advisor on climate justice, Chiara Martinelli, also published an op-ed in Earth Beat about what the pandemic can teach us about climate action. 

		



				

				            
			×            
		
	






	

				

				            
				Events			

		

		

				
			The Interfaith Liaison Committee brought different faith actors together to discuss faith-based action in preparation for COP26. A series of three webinars about different faith traditions, the COP26 agenda and stories of hope in action was organised in coalition with CIDSE.  

In partnership with the Vatican COVID-19 Commission of which CIDSE is a part – as well as with the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research, CAFOD, GCCM, COMECE, and Caritas Internationalis – we organised a webinar to discuss common approaches between southern actors, scientists and faith actors to the climate and COVID-19 crises.
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			We interviewed a young woman climate activist for International Women’s Day to discuss the strengths and struggles of women in the climate movement.  

We invited women colleagues from the Heinrich Böll Foundation to give a critical feminist perspective on the European Green Deal in a blog post. 

To get our volunteers excited to join the global online climate strike, our initiative Change for the Planet – Care for the People made a video. 



We summarised our webinar between faith actors, southern movements and scientists about COVID and the climate crisis into a 5 minute video. 
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			[image: ]The preparation of the briefing “Finance for agroecology, more than just a dream?” was promoted with media, including an original illustrated cover and an infographic, the drafting of press materials including a press release, an opinion article and an informative article, and social media diffusion. 

From our strategic partnership with the Agricultures Network and Cultivate!, we developed our work on agroecology and gender into a dedicated edition of the Farming Matters magazine on the interconnected issues of alternative economics, feminism and agroecology. The final edition, a year in development, is a colourful and enlightening series of stories from the ground complemented by systemic analysis. From the webinar to mark the launch of the magazine, we also produced a graphic recording of the discussion that depicts the intersection of agroecology and feminism. 

[image: ]Anabel Torres, founder and Director of the Centre for Communication and Popular Education (CANTERA), shared with us a blog on her experience in developing processes of women and men’s empowerment, promotion of gender equity and development of agroecology in rural communities in municipalities in Nicaragua.

In an op-ed originally published with ARC2020, we criticise the false solutions in the EU Farm to Fork strategy in the current EU Green Deal.   

We published an ad in the EU observer (see p.38) to place our research on agroecology and finance in the attention space of decision-makers. 
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			[image: ]CIDSE initiated an assessment of financial flows for agroecology (looking at the whole Green Climate Fund portfolio and at the EU contributions to IFAD, FAO, and the WFP). We published a briefing to highlight the main findings of this research “Finance for agroecology: more than just a dream?” adding ammunition to a growing body of evidence of the lack of funding for agroecology at national or international level. This was used to continue or start conversations with key representatives of the stakeholders targeted.  

 CIDSE joined the EU Food Policy Coalition and officially supported several calls and statements, such as the policy paper “Raising the ambition on global aspects of the EU Farm to Fork strategy”. 

CIDSE signed a joint letter from CSOs to United Nations Secretary-General Mr. António Guterres to critique the UN Food Systems Summit for its exclusion of the FAO and agricultural movements under its principal organisation between the World Economic Forum and the UN headquarters. 

The 3rd AU-EU Agriculture Ministerial Conference was held in June 2019. The commitment can benefit family farmers, youth and women, and acknowledges territorial food systems, agroecology and agroforestry as valid approaches, but fails to regulate trade and corporations which could undercut the benefits. CIDSE signed onto these recommendations for food systems addressed to the EU-AU summit.
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			For the release of the Farming Matters magazine, CIDSE co-organised a webinar with leading practitioners and activists from Africa, Latin America and North America who expounded on their experiences and debated on the intersection of agroecology, economics and feminism. 



Following our briefing on the current financial flows to agroecology, we organised an interactive panel discussion between the researchers of the briefing from the Centre for Agroecology Water and Resilience (CAWR) of Coventry University and the Institute of Development Studies (IDS) and donors and recipients of such funds. The discussions explored existing opportunities and challenges for the scaling-up and out of agroecology through financial support. 
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			The advocacy work around Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory in 2020 was mainly focused on the threat of the Israeli government to annex parts of the West Bank. In collaboration with other Brussels-based CSOs, CIDSE signed several letters and statements to inform and demand the EU to take measures against the impending annexation in light of key decision moments in the institution. 

CIDSE also denounced the “Peace-to-Prosperity” plan developed by the US which honors entirely the Israeli agenda with no regard for the dignity and rights of Palestinians.  

In light of the fragile and thin health care system in the occupied Palestinian territory, ACT Alliance–EU and CIDSE published a statement to ask the EU to supply emergency funds, and to put pressure on Israeli authorities to lift movement restrictions and stop property confiscations. 

To inform the EU-AU Africa summit postponed to later date, CIDSE co-organised and co-signed an African civil society declaration on the Africa-European Union partnership. 

Despite delays in the exchanges we were facilitating between African actors on the gendered experiences of land rights, our member Trócaire published a scoping study on “The gendered impacts of large-scale land based investments and women’s responses”.

[image: ]

In preparation for ongoing synergy of advocacy work between land, business, and human rights, our member Entraide et Fraternité published a study on the violations of the Belgian company SIAT, one of the biggest owners of palm oil plantations in Africa. SIAT was linked to land grabbing, pollution from industrial agricultural inputs, deforestation, thus threatening local food production and access and resident’s health.

		



				

				            
			×            
		
	






	

				

				            
				Resources			

		

		

				
			CIDSE, together with 32 international, Israeli and Palestinian civil society organisations, sent a joint letter to the High Representative / Vice President Federica Mogherini and the EU Ministers of Foreign Affairs to ask the EU to reject the US-Middle East peace plan on the grounds of international law, including the human right to self-determination and the absolute prohibition of acquisition of a territory by force.

CIDSE and over 100 other signatories addressed a letter to the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. The office was mandated to release a database of all businesses engaged in listed activities related to Israel’s settlement enterprise, but the release was delayed for the third year in a row.

In September, the Arab Human Rights Centre in Golan Heights – a partner of our members Broederlijk Delen and Misereor – in coalition with 15 organisations including CIDSE submitted an emergency appeal to the UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights and various UN experts demanding they intervene to protect human rights in the occupied Syrian Golan and protect Al-Marsad and its employees from attacks on their human rights work in relation to the construction of a large energy project in the Golan.
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			Two high level Cardinals published an op-ed in the EU Observer reenforcing the call of the Bishops’ statement on EU Due Diligence legislation. 

Like the bishops, a myriad of women within the Church, including Sr. Mary John Mananzan, support the struggle against corporate abuse and form a crucial part of the fight for justice. She contributed a gender blog, ‘The place of women is in the struggle‘.  

The crucial role of a UN Treaty on business and human rights for cases like the Cerrejón, Colombia was explored through an interview with representatives of CINEP. 

On the five–year anniversary of the Fundão tailings dam burst in the municipality of Mariana in Minas Gerais, Brazil, we reviewed the case in an article. Impunity still reigns.  
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			Together with REPAM, CIDSE  arranged a tour for journalists of our partners’ projects and communities in the Amazon across the borders of Peru, Colombia and Brazil. The journalists and media channels were proposed by our members, and selected based on language and expertise. Following the tour, the journalists released a flood of media articles and audiovisual pieces on the Synod and what it could mean for the Amazon region.  

[image: ]Credit: Marta Isabel Gonzalez


CIDSE was directly represented on October 14 in an official press briefing about the Amazon Synod. Read the full press release. 
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			We celebrated the sad recurrence of the 1st anniversary of the Brumadinho dam disaster and supported the “Brown January” campaign.  

We gave the EC Justice Commissioner a draft recommendation of principles for the EU Due Diligrence legislation on mandatory human and environmental rights due diligence.

We organised the webinar “Putting an end to greed: the interaction between respect for human rights and the protection of nature” and actively took part in the virtual UN Geneva binding treaty October session. 



The global webinar series ‘Right to Say NO: Learning from Global Struggles’ focussed on the right of communities to defend their consent on the presence of extractive projects in their territories. 
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			The CIDSE network, together with partners, met online for the “systemic change dialogues” to share experiences of transformative partnerships and transformative communications.  
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To mark the launch of a special issue of the Farming Matters magazine on gender and agroecology, we organised a webinar with leading practitioners and activists from Africa, Latin America and North America who expounded on their experiences and debated on the issues of agroecology, economics and feminism. 
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			The Black Lives Matter movement raised some difficult questions for us. We explored them through a blog by our secretary general, Josianne Gauthier, and one blog by Marianne Poetter, from our German member MISEREOR. 

 Josianne Gauthier also wrote a ‘Fratelli Tutti – Politics as an act of Love and Courage‘ and was interviewed by the Canadian TV programme Salt And Light about the new encyclical. 
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			When the new encyclical was released, CIDSE members gathered to learn from it. The whole network welcomed the Pope’s words. 

Trócaire, CIDSE’s Irish member organisation, analysed gendered impacts of large-scale extractives, hydropower and agribusiness investments in a study.  

A special issue of Farming Matters brings to the forefront intersectional feminism and indigenous cosmologies coupled with agroecology. 
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			The photo exhibition “Breaking the Silence: the occupation through the eyes of Israeli soldiers” was organised by Broederlijk Delen and Spanish MEP Javi Lopez from 25-28 February at the European Parliament.

Breaking the Silence is an Israeli nonprofit organisation of veterans and reservists from the Israel Defense Forces which collects and publishes testimonies of soldiers who served in the occupied Palestinian territory. This way, Breaking the Silence aims to boost awareness and stimulate public discourse on the reality of everyday life in the West Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza, ultimately striving to end the policy of occupation and create a better future for Israelis and Palestinians alike.

[image: ]Credit – Broederlijk Delen
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			In January, for the launch of the campaign, campaigners dressed as corporate wolves invaded the streets of Davos on the sidelines of the World Economic Forum (WEF). 

We held a symbolic race between corporations and citizens for justice, and handed our petition to Frans Timmermans, vice president of the European Commission. 
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			The preparations for the Synod kicked off with an international conference on integral ecology at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. – convened by REPAM – that prepared the CIDSE network, our allies and partners, for the Synod. 

The Pan-Amazonian Synod was more than an event, and still more than a process of spiritual awakening, it was more than a group encounter of so many key social actors of the Catholic Church in South America. It was Laudato Si’ being breathed into a specific, emblematic territory at a time when the world was paying attention. 

Concretely, the Synod on the Amazon proved to be an enormous opportunity to develop our network, share our expertise, and contribute to real institutional change. We saw the impact of our contributions in the final document and outcomes (including language on sustainable lifestyles), as well as in the follow-up which will continue in 2020.  

Our Presence at the Synod 

Among the special guests inside the Synod were our Secretary–General Josianne Gauthier  along with Msgr. Pirmin Spiegel, Director General of MISEREOR, CIDSE’s German member. The contributions of our members were numerous and diverse. A CIDSE delegation was present in Rome throughout the Synod, and involved in a series of activities organised under the umbrella “our Common Home”.  

Beyond the remarkable work of individual members and partners – supporting the theological work, the spiritual moments, as well as the advocacy actions – CIDSE as a network organised three principle events where members gathered and co-hosted. These were a photo exhibition, a screening of our documentary Energy to Change (mentioned in the Stories column of this chapter of our annual report), and a panel of journalists discussing how to communicate on sustainable lifestyles.
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			CIDSE and a coalition advertised the campaign in the Financial Times raising awareness of the success of the petition: 847,000 citizens speaking out again ISDS. This advertisement was placed to target an elite readership of decision-makers and corporate actors.  The petition was also used throughout the year in meetings with EU politicians. 


#STOPISDS campaign made it to the Financial Times. We won’t let the voice of 847.000 citizens unheard! We demand mandatory #HumanRights #duediligence law at #EU level -strong #BindingTreaty at #UN level – Stop #ISDS  @FOEEurope @TNInstitute @milieudefensie pic.twitter.com/U6j5F3D7NG

— CIDSE (@CIDSE) February 3, 2020
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			In the first days following the collapse of the dam in Brumadinho, we released a statement to gather the resources and investigation of our partners and members, and to illustrate this case of injustice from what we knew so far.   



A video from our partners. 

Following the visit of the Secretary of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development, Msgr. Bruno-Marie Duffé, to the community of Brumadinho, we wrote a web article on his reflections and the meaning of his visit for the community. We also supported Iglesias y Mineria in the translations of the video they made to capture the spiritual meaning of the visit.  
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			After the conclusion of the Synod, we shared our reflections from an insiders perspective on what it meant for our work. 

We prepared a graphic toolkit with visuals relating the Amazon to each of our working areas in multiple formats for different platforms and print sizes and editable for our members to adapt into their languages. The toolkit was shared internally, and is still available on request to the CIDSE communications team. The toolkit also included the 17 video interviews about environmental justice, the Church and the Amazon that we filmed at the international conference on integral ecology. 

[image: ]

The photojournalist, Ana Palacios, who went on our journalists’ tour of the Amazon, assembled her photos into an exhibition titled ‘Fragile Amazon’ that was displayed in Rome during the Synod. The photo exhibition is ready to travel to other venues upon request to the Secretariat. 

[image: ]
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			The members of the working group visited many initiatives of civil society that serve the impacted communities, and which observe the political process. This underlined the importance to continue to support these initiatives. 

[image: ]We visited out partners Gaza Sky Geeks, a technology education hub nurturing innovation and entrepreneurship in the Gaza Strip.


In November, CIDSE, Broederlijk Delen, Trócaire and CCFD-Terre Solidaire organised a high-level partner lobby tour with Ilan Baruch, former Israeli ambassador involved in peace negotiations, and Ashraf Ajrami, former Palestinian Authority Minister, to Brussels, Dublin and Paris for advocacy meetings on the political situation, the peace process and shrinking space for civil society. 
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			With our partners at the 40th session of the Human Rights Council, we co-organized a discussion on mining disasters from Brazil and the Democratic Republic of Congo, to show that these disasters are not isolated by national policy, but are in fact inherent to the global operations of the mining sector. 

The Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) seminar on mining held in Rome in September, provided an occasion to further deepen these reflections with allies, members and partners.  The seminar was a follow-up activity from the 2018 Thematic Social Forum on mining and the extractivist economy, bringing discussions on alternatives to Rome with the participation of a representative from the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development.  

CIDSE attended the General Assembly of Iglesias y Minería in Argentina, together with sixty lay people, bishops, priests, religious and pastors men and women, from 10 countries of  America (Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, El Salvador, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico and Peru) and the United Kingdom. Read the open letter to affected communities from the meeting. CIDSE staff and our members also visited Brumadinho to witness first- hand the impacts and hear the testimonies of the community. 

Our allies at COMECE hosted a dialogue between CIDSE, our Brazilian partners, and Church and EU representatives. The meeting analysed ways to support Indigenous communities to access land and protect the Amazonian cultural and natural heritage in the context of the ongoing negotiations on the EU-Mercosur Association Agreement, the review of the EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy and the UN binding treaty on business and human rights. 
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